356                            IRELAND

1652-58 strength from its sufferings. The grandees among the new landed gentry remained loyal to the English connection, but the lesser settlers' became in time more Irish and more catholic than the natives. Among all classes a nationalism grew up which soon made the parliamentary union unworkable. The stricter administration of justice did nothing to conciliate, since the law administered was fundamentally unjust. " Justice," Sir Charles Firth has written, " combined with forfeiture and proscription, and without equal laws, was a legal fiction which had no healing virtues."

Any scheme of government based solely on the interests of the resident alien is doomed in the long run to failure, unless by massacre and banishment such aliens are made the bulk of the population, Oliver's conception was simple. Ireland was to be an appanage of England, governed by Englishmen, and the native Irish were awkward chattels to be moved about at their superiors' pleasure. In 1655, when Jamaica was taken and his son Henry was Lord Deputy, he tried to arrange for a thousand " young Irish wenches " to be collected and sent out for the use of the new settlers there. The truth is that he never gave his mind to the subject; he accepted blindly the ancient legends and prejudices, and, detesting the people, used his full powers only in their conquest. In his later years he is generally in an Irish problem to be found on the side of mildness, but such isolated sparks of benevolence could do nothing to illumine the darkness. On Ireland only two men of the seventeenth century had the larger vision. Ormonde, himself an Irishman, would have made the country a comfortable neighbour to England by tolerating her religion and accepting a reasonable nationalism. Straf-ford had a different creed, for he would have made Ireland prosperous in the English way by giving her law and order and fostering her industries ; he believed in settlement by Englishmen but on wise lines, and he would in no way discriminate between native and newcomer; he hoped for the growth of protestantism, but it must grow on its merits, and in the meantime he refused to